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well taken : 


WITH 
An Apologie for wholeſome Truth, 
be it never ſo antoothſame Ec. 


PEE I 


Szcr. I, 


) Hiloſophy teaches, that adirio- 
I& nitions and correRions are the 
1-228 chicteſt offices of love : That 
SIA it is the onely true love, which 
_O_ to profit and do good, feareth 
not to hurt and offend: That to connive at 
our friends faults, is to make them our own. 
That ſharp reprehenſion is the healing of 
the ſoul; . and that loye to the ſoul, is the 
very ſoul of love. Whence Euripides ex- 
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horts men to get ſuch friends, as would 
not ſpare to diſpleaſe them. Whence Scjp/o 
the Elder, when his friends for ſo doing tur- 
ned his enemies, was able to ſay, 1 have gives 
my enemies as great cauſeto love me,as uy friendr, 
And indecd he that loves not ſuch a friend, 
hates himſelf. And commonly, he that will 
not tell us of our faults, will be very ready 
to tell others of them : whereas one that is 
faithful, will ſpeak of our faults to our face, 
of our virtues behind our backs. But ſee 
farther the ſweet fruit of ſharp reprehenſi- 
on; Suppoſe one ſhould be ſtung by a Bee, 
(when afleep) whereby he is delivered from 
a Serpent, which otherwiſe had ſtung him 
to death: Hath he cauſe to complain 2 And 
not to chide a friend, leſt we offend him, is 
to let him drown, rather than catch him by 
the hair. Wherefore giveme ſuch a friend 
as Photron, who when a friend of his would 
have caſt himſclf away, ſuffered him nor, 
ſaying; 1 was made thy friend to this purpoſe, 
All which is ſound Divinity, neither wants 
it Scripture-ſeal to confirm it. Not to ad- 
momih our brother, is to hate him, as the 
Holy Ghoſt witneſleth, Leviz.19.17, Butto 
{corn our brother ſhould admoniſh us, is 
moreto hate our ſelves ; in that open rebuke & 
better than ſecret love. And for that the very 


wounds 
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wound. of a loveriare faithful, and better than the 
kiſſer of an enemy, Trov.27.5,6, Yea, expe- 
rience teaches, that no friend is ſ\ocommodi- 
ous in this caſe asan enemy; becaulc he tels 
us of chat, which otherwiſe we ſhould nc- 
ver be ſo happy as to hear of. 

Nevertheles,reſolved finners ſcorn reproof: 
Admonition to them,islike goadsto ſuch as 
are mad already : or like powring oyl down 
the chimney, which may ſet the houſe on 
fire, but never abate the heat ; whichis not 
for want of ignorance : for by refuſing to 
hear in this caſe, they become (like Ama- 
2/ab) wilful murtherers of their own ſouls, 
as wiſe Solomon affirms, his words are, He 
that refuſeth admonition # bruitiſh, and de/troyerth 
hiownſoul, Prov. 12.1, and 15.32. yea, hegoes 
further, and ſaycs, A wan that hardeneth his 
neck when he # reproved, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy- 
ed, and cannot be cured, Prov.29.1-and 1, 24, 
35,26. of which you have moſt remarka- 
ble and dreadful examples, 1 Sam. 2. 25, 
2 (hron.25.16,20. 

Se#,2. Neverthelefle, how few are there 
ſo wiſe, as to take admonition well? For, 
Reprove aſcorner (that is, a fool) and he will 
hate thee; reprove a wiſe man , and | e will ove 
thee, Prov 9.8, To which we may add 7+», 


23.3. 4 wiſeman fore/eeththe evil, (that is the 
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evil of Hell, ſayes Bernard) and proventeth 
it ; but fools go on and are puniſhed, 

Now that theſe Bruits and Soul-deſtroy- 
ers, may the better be known to themſelves 
and others, and the greatneſle of their folly 
and madneſle, together with what a world 
of them there are amongſt us, (for to be 
wiſe, —_— wiſe Solomons deſcription, 
is the portion but of a few, as daily experi- 
ence witneſſeth,) I will paint them out in a 
{mall cable, or map ; md ſo expole them to 
view. 

In thefirſtplace you ſhall know them by 
this mark ; A man no ſooner tels them of a 
fault, but it works in their brains as yeeſt in 
a barrel, until they haye requited their Ad- 
moniſher with a miſchief ; being like gun- 
owder, ta which you no ſooner give fire, 
þut they fly in your face. Admonition m2 
move them to chollex, neyer*' to amend- 
ment. Who when they haye heard an un- 
toothſom truth, like waters aftera tempeſt, 
are full of working and ſwelling againſt their 
Admoniſher. We read that in the Law of 
jealoufies, if theſuſpeRed wife were guilty, 
that drank of the bitter waters of trial, ſhe 
would preſently ſwell, if otherwiſe, ſhe was 
well enough. And it is a ſure ſigne the 
Horls 15 gauled, that ſtirs too much —_ 
: he 
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he. is touched z ſo when they {well againſt 
their Reprehender, and hiſle like Serpents, 
it we trouble their neſts never 1olittle, you 
may juſtly conclude them guilty perſons. 
For no greater figne of innocencie, when 
weare accuſed, than mildneſle, as we ſee in 
Foſeph,Gen-39.17-18. And Su/annah,Suſan,ver, 
42243: And Harnab, 1 Sam.1.15,16, Nei- 
ther is there a greater ſymptome of guil- 
tineſſe, than our breaking into choller, 
when we have any thing laid to our charge : 
witneſle (ain, Gzn.4.9. that Hcbrew which 
ſtrook his tellow, Exod.2.13, - 4. Saul,x Sam, 
20-3233 Zo Abner, 2 Sam.3.8. Jeroboams, 1 Kia. 
13-4. <Abab, 1 Kin.22.27-. Amaziah, 2 Chron, 
. 25.16, Heziah,2 Chron.26.19. Ferodthe Te- 
trach, Lake 3.19,20. The men of Nazareth, 
Luke 4.28,29. The Phariſees, Jahn 8.47,48. 
The High Prieſts and Scribes, Luke 20. 19, 
20, Andtheliketouchinga mans wiſdome 
and humility. Plato being demanded , how 
he knew a wiſe man, anſwered, When being 
rebuked he would not be angry, and being praiſed 
he would net be proud, And to this accords 
that of the wiſe man, Prov. 11.2. and 19 11, 
But for one that isſo wiſe,there is a thouſand 
of thoſe fools I am to decipher, who with 
Balaam will grutch to be hindered in their 
way to Hell, and fly upon thoſe that oppole 
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their perdition : even ſuch as think it better 
to fry everlaſtingly in a furnace of fire and 
brimſtone in Hell-flames, than to inherit a 
celeſtial and erernal Kingdome, and weight 
of ſuperabundant Glory in Heaven, to 
enjoy a Paradiſe of pleafure , where are 
ſuchjoyes, as eye hath not ſten, nor ear heard, 
#0y can ever enter into the heart of manto conceive, 
x Cor.2.9. Thisis moſt mens depth of brain, 
and thus it fares with all wilful and impeni- 
tent finners. But how hath the Devil be- 
witcht them © Is it poſhble that the reaſon» 
able ſoul of man(not profeſſedly barbarons) 
ſhould be capable of ſuch a monſter ? Cer- 
tainly if I did not know the truth and pro- 
bate of it, by occular and experimental de- 
monſtration from day to day, Icould hardly 
bring my underſtanding to belecveit ! 

But ro make this further appear, though T 
have ſmall hope to prevail wh the parties 
themſelves ( for they that have no reaſon, 
will hear none ; and hethat learns of none 
but himſelt , hath a fool for his Teacher.) 
Guilty ſinners will (well againſt cheir repre- 
hender, innocent ſouls will be cheered and 
clecred by it, Numb.5.21,22. Reſolved of- 
tenders being reproved, in ſtead of penitence 
break into choller, fury ſparkles in thoſe 
Eyes which ſhould guſh out with water, and 


in 
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in ſtead of embracing the counſel, willrage 
at the Counſellour. Croſfled wickednefſe 
proves deſperate , and in ſtead of yeeld- 
ing, ſecks for revenge of its own ſins upon 
others uprightneſſe : whereas if anothers 
fimple fidelity ſhews it ſelf inreprovingrhe 
honeſt-hearted, he loves his Monitor ſo 
much the more, by how much the more he 
ſmartetrh, allowing of truth as well when it 
hurts him, as when it helps him, 

But unſound fleſh loves to be ſtroked, the 
leaſt roughneſle puts itinto a rage; a feſtered 
conſcience will not endure a drawing 
ſer, a putrid and ſcabbed limb delights to be 
{cratcht and rubbed, foule faces would have 
falſe glaſſes : Diomedes muſt have a crooked 
ſhooe for his wry foot: Caligula muſt beado- 
redasa God, forſooth, though he live likes 
Devil, poyſoning his unckle,and deflowring 
all bis ſiſters. Thorns muſt be rouched with 
a gentle hand, not graſped; theſe ulcers 
muſt be no farther ſearched into , than the 
dead fleſh reaches, for if you but touch 
them to the quick, you ſhall quickly hear of 
it, and beſure to {marr for it, 

Se#, 3. Buttobring this home to you of 
this place, with whom my buſineſle lyes g 
for hitherto I have but ſpoken in the air, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, or oncly paved a way to 

| my 
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my intended matter, orat uttermoſt but gi- 
ven youa Preparative before hand, as Phy- 
ſicians do to their Patients, that their phy- 
fick may work the more kindly , your Pa- 
ſtour hath for many years preached in the 
Mctropolitane City, where they are more 
civilized and better bred, without any cla- 
mour; yea, with much approbation : for 
they enterteined him as Loz didthoſe An- 

els, that came to ferch him out of Sodom : 

ut you enterteine him as courſely, as the 
Ammonites did Davids meſſengers, Nor 
did the Devilever ſo rage in thisrude place, 
as he hath done fince his preaching hatha- 
wakened your conſciences, and by thelook- 
ing-glaſſe of the Law, and light of the Go- 
ſpel, ſhewen you the deformity & filthineſs 
of your ſouls. A notable argument that Satan 
fears he ſhall be routcd, and his Kingdome 
more ſhaken in your quarters, than hath 
fallen out in former times, or by thepreach- 
ingof any that have gone before him, for he 
daily rages more and more amongſt you, 
As for inſtance; at firſt he was oppoſed by a 
ſew ſimple Sectaries, and that was noſmall 
honour to him, as Hiram told Auſtin in 
the like caſe, But now his preaching againſt 
drunkennes,deceitfulnes, ſwearing, Sabbath- 
breaking, ignorance, formality , and = 
other 
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other common fins, hath brought all the pa- 
riſh about his cars; not alone the wit-foun- 
dered Drunkard, but the civil Juſticiary, the 
formal Hypocrite, the ignorant Animal, and 
all ſorts of impenitent ſinners. And why ? 
But becauſe the virtue and efficacie of Gods 
word, which is quick and powerful , and 
ſharper than any two-edged ſword, to di- 
vide between the ſoul and ſpirit, joynats and 
marrow, as it is Heb.4.12. hath diſcovered 
and made manifeſtto your ſelyesand others, 
the very ſecrets and moſt inward intents of 


your hearts. Inſomuch thar your conſcien- . 


ces are forced to bear witneſs againſt your 
ſelves, that you are the partics to whom he 
ſpeaks, as if he named you, or each of you 
in particular, as you havean inſtance, 1 Cor. 
14+ 24, 25- Heb.4. 12. whence your guilty 
conſciences ſuggeſt, that he aims at you in 
particular, though he names none, when in- 
deed it is onely the prerogative and ſpiritu- 
allity of the Word above all other writings, 
to diſcover the hearts, and ſpeak home to 
the conſciences of all that hear it delivered 
with power and authority. As forthe Meſ- 
ſenger, thetruth of his heart gives him bold- 
neſs to protcſs bctore him who onely knows 
it,that he ſtrives againſt no man bur his ſtrite, 
malignes no man but his malice, envics no 
| man 
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man but his envie, as H:erome ſpeaks. Yea; 
he could be more glad to ſee any mans(even 
his greateſt —_— amendment, than his 

uniſhment. This (I ſay) is the genuine 
bub why hundreds of 7 band chafe, 
and fume, and ſwell, and ſtorm, and rage, 
and are ready to burſt again when you hear 
him. Your fins and deformities are ſo dif- 
covered and detected, your preſumptuous 
confidence of being Chriſtians good e+ 
nough, and of your going to Heaven {o que- 
ſtioned, that your peace isdiſturbed, and you 
will be revenged of ſome body. 

It is obſervable, that when our Saviour 
ſent forth his Apoſtles to preach abroad in 
the world, having firſt taught them the way, 
his words to them were, Behold, 7 /end you 
forth, as ſheep amongit wolves, Matth. 10.16. 
Are notyou theſe wolves 2? not onely wol- 
viſh, but meer wolves; yes, you arc, and 
will be, untilthe Goſpel ſhall have wrought 
a change in your hearts and natures, Hebr. 
10, 16. Aﬀs 15. 9* and 20, 2Þ, Again, 
Matth,7.6, he layes, Ca# not your pearls before 

ſwine, le they tread them under their feet, and 
twrning again all to rext you. Are nor you 
thoſe unreaſonable beaſts and ſwine? If not, 
who are 2 Yea, youare more braitiſh than a 
ſwine, or any other unreaſonable creature. 


For 
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For whereas _— his Miniſters, would 
reconcile you to God, as Joab did 4b/alomto 
David, by the woman of Tekoah; you cry 
they come to torment you before the time, Matth, 
$.29, Your caſe is juſt like his in the Go. 
ſpel, that called himſelf L2g/on, who having 
been poſleſt with Devils a long time, was at 
length very loth to part with his gueſts : yea, 
he thought himſelf rormented, when Chri 
came to caſt out them, and ſave him, Mark 
1.24. Luke 8.28. 

Se, 4- Now what courſe do you take 
to be revengedof him 9 For this makes you 
hate him above meaſure , miſ-conſtrue his 
actions and intentions, rail on him, ſlander 
him, curſe him, withſtand and contrary his 
doctrine, watch for his halting, combine to- 
gether and lay plots how you may do him 
the moſt miſchief, which is all you are able 
todo : forelſe you would bring him before 
the Magiſtrate, impriſon,ſmite, wound, and 
put him to death, asthe Jews ſerved Chriſt, 
as I could ſhew you from a world of teſti- 
monies and examples out of the Word. Sce 
onely John 16.2,33. Matth.24.9. Matth.10. 
34,35,36. Luke 12.5152,53. and 21.16,17: 
But our comfort is, you have not ſo much 
authority as malice; reſembling the Serpent 
Porphyrus , which abounds with poiſon, but 

can 
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can hurt none, for want of teeth. Thonoti 
your puniſhment ſhall be neyer the leſſe "Be 
goodandevilthoughts,and deſires, in Gods 
account, aregoodand evil works, and ſhall 
ſo bejudged in that Court of Juſtice where 
is no partiality, -- 
But ſince you cannot do as you woul 

you will do what you can g asit fared wit 
Zoilmthat common flanderer, or as it does 
with the Devil , Rexel. x2. 15, For if the 
Law binds your hands, yet you will be ſmi- 
ting with your tongues and if the Law ſo 
keeps you in awe, that you dare not {mite 
him on the mouth, as the High Prieſt did 
Paul, A#s 2.3.2. Yer you will do what you 
dare, you will ſmite him withthe mouth, as 
Ziba did honeſt Mephiboſbeth, 2 Sam.16.3.And 
the like touching his maintenance, becauſe 
you cannot out him of his living, you will 
defraud and rob him of his means and live- 
lihood, and neither pay him a peny your 
ſelves, nor ſuffer others, ſo far as youcan help 
it, which is a plot to pluck up all religion by 
the roots : For how ſhould our Paſtoyrs 
feed our ſouls, if we feed not their bodies ? 
How ſhould the lamp burn, if we take a- 
way the holy oyl that ſhould maintein it? 
and in cafe it burn not, there will be but a 
dark houſe, Sothat to cxpet that — 
| 0 
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ſhould preach without maintenance, is asif 
you ſhould ſhut a bird into a cage, give her 
no meat, and yet bid her ſing. 

Never the leſle it pleaſes you, that you 
can(as you think) diſpleaſe him, and withall 
pleaſure your ſelves in ſaving your filver, lit- 
tle dreaming what you do; for look but 
narrowly into it, and you ſhall ſee that this 
is not onely perſecution, theft, facriledge, 
murther of bodies and ſouls, of provyo 
Godto fend a famine of his Word, and the 
like : but you become by it guilty of high 
treaſon againſt God, in thus uſing his Am- 
baſſadour, and againſt Chiiſt and all his 
members, as I have clſwhere made manifeſt, 
Though itis wicked enough for you to im- 
peach his credit, aſperſe his ſpotlefſe name, 
and take away his reputation, that ſo none 
elſe may hear him, or regard what he deli- 
vers, which is a wickeder plot than your 
blind ſouls are able to diſcern, Beſides, 4 
good name ({ayes Salomon) i better than a good 
ointment : and to be choſen above great riches, 
Prov.22-1. 

Indced his life is ſo well known, that all 
the harm you do him is, but as a candleto a 
white wall : that may much black it (among 
ſuch Senſualiſts as your ſelves) but cannot 
burn it,though that be too much, fora mans 
| good 
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good name is like a milk white ball, that &xz 
ingly gathers ſoil even with tofling, 

Nor can he expe& to fare better, fo long 
2s he tarries with you, where Satan hath his 
throne , in a place that moſtly conſiſts 'of 
Swearers, '[Drunkards, and Drink-ſellers. 
He hath by his powerful preaching raiſed 
the _ in many of youz but it will be hard 
la im again: yea, once to Q it 
hs God hath on men over prog 
own luſts) were an effe& of frenzie, not of 
hope. For can he with Cyabronimy, be ever 
pudling in a waſps neſt, and think to eſcape 
their ſtings? Or be ſtill blowing in theduſt; 
and not endanger his eyes? It is no way 
poſſible. For, hethat roucheth pitch ſhall be 
defiled therewith, He that reproveth a ſcorner. 
purchaſeth to bimſelf ſhame: and he that rebuketh 
the wicked, gettath himſelf a blot , Prov. 9.7,8: 
See Jer.1s. 

Though I ſpeak not this to diſ-hearten 
him, whom God hath placed over you : for 
Gods glory we are bound to redeem with 
our own lives. And a conſcionable Mini- 
ſter is like David, who would ventureupon 
a Bear, rather than loſe a Lamb. Or Jacob, 
who would endure heat by day, andfroft by 
night, rather than negle& his flocks. Or 

Moſer, who would fight with odds, rather 


than 
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than the Cattle ſhould periſh with thirſt. 
Onely a Balaam wants this mercie, 

Nor can I with him to ſpare you ever the 
more; by delivering himſelf in a gentler 
tone ; as you, like the men of Bengala; 
would have oncly words of down and ho- 
ney, have him ſpeak nothing but pure roſes; 
preach unto you Peace, peace, and preplicſic 
of wine and ſtrong drivk, then ſhould he be 
a welcome Prophet to you : Bur this were 
to fulfill the proverb, Like Paftour, liz peoples 
Hif.4.9. Yea, this were, for the bind ro lead 
the blind, that both mit fall 3rto the ditch ta- 
gether, Luke 6.39, Alas, the fault lies not in 
the Word, nor in his deljvering it, bit 
in the wickedneſſe of your hearts that art 
thc hearers : who like the Spider, will (vck 
poiſon from the ſelf ſ&me flower that the 
Bce does horiey. Nor will any truth (be it 


' never ſo untoothſome) offend any, þut ill 


minds z Michah 2.7. Yca, even the ſarhe 
words that are lanſets to a bad mans con{cj- 
ence, will be as balm ro penitent ftinners. 
The Word bcing like fome mighty wind, 
that bears over tall Elms or Cedars,with the 
ſame blaft thar it raiſeth a ſtooping Reeds 
Ex24.20.21, 

Se&. 5. Every goodline of Gods Ward; 
adds finew tothe yertuous mind,and woe 
beafs 
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heals that vice which would be ſpringing in 
it: The very judgements of God to a good 
man, are ſweeter than the honey and the honey- 
comb, Pſal.19.1 0. But alas, the ſame report, 
wherewith the ſpirit of Rahab melts, har- 
dens the King of Jericho,7-/4.2. Sergiue Pau- 
Iz wes converted , Elmas obdurated at the 
ſame Sermon, 4#s13. Yea, even the ſame 
face of the Judge, without any inward al- 
tcration, is {cen with tcrrour to the guilty, 
' with joy and conhdence by the oppreſſed in- 
noccent, The fame rod that brought plagues 
to the Egyptians. brings deliveranceto lracl. 

But 1 dare rcter the caſe to thine own con- 
ſcience to determine, (if thecuſtome of ſin, 
and the god of this world hath not totally 
blinded thee ) where the fault lies, and who 
Is to be blamed in this particular ? Is the 
Phyſician to be blamed tor the pain of his 
Patient, or the diſcaſe 2 The Chirurgeon'or 
the wound, which he endeavors byall means 
to cure? Yea, what is the genuine reaſon, 
why the worſt men and members of a Pa- 
riſh evermore regard a good Miniſter leaſt ? 
complain of his bitterneſs, and ſeek by all 
meanstoremove him? Is it not becauſethey 
are feet, and legs, and thighs, and armsout 
of joynt, andſo cannot endure the touch of 
the Chirurgeons hand,& the acrimony of his 
| FYY medicines, 
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medicines. Alas, every g0d P'1y([ician hd 
rather cure a diſeaſe by {leep and Ccier, than 
by Scammony and Caftorium : but an intcmpe= 
rate ſick man makerha cruel Phyſician And 
in caſe the diſeaſe be deſpcrate, he mutt 
uſe the extremity of phylick. Noth'nt : will 
eaſe the Plureſie, but letting of bloud : and 
to ſuch asare ſick of a dead Apoplexic, they 
are forced to givea double quantity of phy- 
fick, or their faculties will not be awaken= 
ed. Whichis the very caſc of theſc de{perate 
ſinners, who if they wanted not brains 
would in ſtead of complaining be thahkful. 
The Phyſician and Chirurgion hcals us not 
without pain,and yet we reward them: Yea, 
had any of you but a leg, or an arm putrc- 
fied and corrupt, you would cyen give ma- 
ney , and think your ſclves bcho'dins too, 
to have them cut off, becauſc ir is t!.e oncly 
way and means to preſerve the whole body. 
And if ſo, what love and thanks can be too 
- much, that is expreſt ro them wi19 would 
(would you give them leave) pluck you out 
of Satans clutches; and bring youto lifc e- 
ternal ? Nor can he eyer be thankful to Ged, 
who is not thankful to the Inſtrument; or 
means, by whom God does; or would do 
him good. | | 

Beſides, it were a breach of Juſtice , not 
7X - ,.:-— 1_ tc 
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to proportion the rebuke ro the crime : For, 
for a Miniſterto uſe gentle reprehenfion, in 
caſe of capital offences, that is in cafe of 
thefts, rapines, ſacriledges, adulteries, and 
inceſts, toſay ro his people,as E/ to his ſons, 
Why dtd you ſo? Is no other than to ſhave thar 
head which deſerves cutting off, For as it is 
with ill humours in the body, that a weak 
doſt doth but ſtir and anger them,not purge 
them out; yea, if phyfick be not ſtrong e- - 
nough to purge out choller, it encreaſeth 
choller; the humours it would have purged 
and cxpelled (if it had been ſtrong enough) 
it inflameth, exaſperateth and ſharpeneth. 
Andas the Sun in the Spring-time breederh 
agues, andother diſtempers, becauſe it ſtir- 
reth humours and doth not waſte them ; fo 
it fareth with fins in the ſoul. An eafte and 
gentle reproof doth but encourage wicked- 
nefs, and make ir think it ſelf ſo flight, as 
that rebuke importeth ; which is to patro- 
nize evil in ſtead of reproving it. And cx- 
perience ſhews, that cold Preachers make 
bold ſinners. However, ſuch being like il! 
Archers, that draw not their arrows upto 
the head, ſeldome convert theſe ſinners. 
Nevertheleſs, reſoJute finners would have 
diſlolute Teachers ; would have the Law 
according to their lives, not their lives ac- 
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cording to the Law. That pſeaſ.th them 
which is ſweet to the ſence, not that which 
is wholeſome tothe conſcience, as the Holy 
Ghoſt informs us, 1/a.30.10. 1 Kings 12.8. 
Mich.2.11. Like wanton children,they care 
not ro be mended, but to be commended : 
He that praiſcth them, pleaſeth them. 

But wo to ſuch Preachers, as ſhall heal 
the hurt of theſe people with ſweet words, 
ſaying, Peace, peace, and give them com- 
fort (as Jezabel did c Ahab, 1 Kings 21.5,6,7.) 
when they rather deſerve a curſe, Jer.8.11, 
For this is no other than guilded treaſon, like 
that of Hazel to his Maſter, who told him 
with his mouth that he ſhould recover, 
when on the morrow he ſtifled him with his 
hand, and a wet cloth, 2 Kings 8. 14, 15» 


Whence the Holy Ghoſt brands all flatter- * 


ing Preachers, that ſow pillows, for /4/# 
Prophets, Jer. 8-11. And indeed it is but a 
Mountebank trick,to heal an ulcer,and leave 
in the core, A good Phylician, cither tor 
ſoul or body, firſt tels the ſtate of the diſ- 


, eaſe with its ſympromes,and then preſcribes; 


and in preſcribing ,firſt puls down the body 
with purgatives,and then raiſeth it with cor- 
dials. And rake this for a rule, ſuch as fear 
God,& arc Miniſters of his ſending,wilthink 
it better to loſe mens favors thantheix ſouls, 
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and be fure to diſcharge his confcience from 
the burthen of any ones bloud , Exek-3.18. 
and 23.8, Yea, an ingenious Patient ſhould 
be ſo wiſe as to know, that the ftomack 
thould raiher be pleaſed than the pallate : 
and expe jence tcls us, that thoſc things (for 
the moſt part) that arc leaſt pleaſing,are moſt 
wholcſome.Ruc is an hc1b moſt bitter tothe 
raſte, yer in regard of the yertue whichis in 
It, wc uſually call it Herb of grace. And Phyft- 
cians find, thar though M2hriaare,of all ather 
Elefuarics it bethe moſt diſtaſteful, yer of 
all others it is the moſt wholcſome. Ard ſo 
it fares touching ſpiritual truths. Whence a 
good Preacher cares not ſo much to ſtroke 
the car, 25 to ſtrike the conſcience : being 
like a good Phyſician, who gives ſharp me- 
dicincs, and bitter potions, that he may 
make ſhort diſcaſes, and procure ſound 
health. The truc method of preaching, and 
the likeljeſt way to undeccive rhe de ceived, 
and (with bleſtng from above) to pluck fin» 
ners out of Satans ſnares is : for a Miniſter to 
deal wirh his hcarers, as the Prophet did by 
Hazael, when he plainly told him the abo- 
minable wickedneſs of his heart, ard whar 
evil (even beyond bclect ) heſhould ſhortly 
do or cxequte, had he been wiſe enough ro 
þave been warned thereby, Or as _—_ 
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did by David, when he ſo cunningly made 
him pronounce ſentence of death againſt 
himſelf, Or as Jonah did by the Nin: vites, 
when with that ſhort thundering Sermon 
of cight words, he converted that great 
City. Or as Peter by his Converts, when he 
told them they were the men, that had cru- 
cited the Lord of life. Or J#bn Baptiit by 
Herod, and all that came unto him. Or as 
Chrift by the woman of Samaria, when he 
ſo repreſented the very thoughts of her heart 
unto her conſcience, that ſhe was forced wo 
confeſſe, He hath told me a" things that ever 1 
did. Or as he did with Sau, wiicn he {pake 
to him from Heaven, which words made 
him tremble, and fall ro the earth with a{to- 
niſhment, Which makes one of the Fathers 
ſay, that The crown of Preachers # the teary g 
their hearers. And Saint Baſel, that Sharp revre- 
benſion i the healing of the ſoul, Arid Chriſo- 
ftom ay to his hearers, I/ I-make10uſmar: give 
methemore thanks for it. Nay,lays Bafil, It may 
well be feared, that Miniſters open not the wor4 
aright, when nicked men kick not acain#t it, And 
Luther was of that judgement, thar he 
thought if Miniſters ſhould preach che word 
as they oughc, they ſhould ſtir up all the 
Furies of Hell againſt themſelves. 

$42.6. Now what's the rcalon, why 
—_ .. down 
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down right truth is ſo urpleafing to carnal 
minds ? when none can deny , but it is by 
far the more wholeſome. 'Ir is this, All men 
love the light as it ſhincs, bur as it diſcovcrs 
and dirc &s,the moſt of men hate 1t None fo 
bad, but they can away with plcafing truths, 
and promiſcs of mercie. Orlet the Miniſter 
walk in gencrals, and labour more to fill 
the head with knowledge , than the heart 
with grace, toplcaſc the ſence, than ſprak 
to the conſcience, by driving an application 
cloſe home to them in particular, touching 
ſome one fin of theirs (which isthe ſoul of 
preaching) ſo long they will like him; yea, 
he 1s a fair and good Church-man, a great 
Scholar. But let him a& the part of Beaner- 
ges, thunder out the judgements of God a- 
gainſt ſinners, ler him doas God commands 
Ezekiel to do, Ezek.4-4. Anſwer them accor- 
ding to thcir Idols, preach to their neceſ- 
ities , preſſc them to-holy duties, rcprove 
them for their unholy practices, make known 
to them what eyil conſciences they have ; 
then thcy furn their backs upon him, and 
hate him to the death; as Ahab did El;zhand 
Michaiah ; Herod and Herodias, John Baptiif, 
the J<ws, out Saviours and the Galatians, 
Paul, Scc Anios 5.10, yea , they will ſay, 
£9.99 with/uch a fellow from the earth, for it ® 
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wot meet that be ſhould live, The cale of all in- 
corrigible , and cauterized ſinners, as well 
the covetous as the riotous ; the civil, ſuch 
as {eek ro fill their cheſts, as thoſe that ars 
all for ſatisfying their luſts, For leta Mi- 
niſter but rowze and raiſe them out of their 
ſecurity, ſaying, Awake thou that ſleepeFt, and 


' fland up from the dead, all are inſtantly about 


his ears. Then the wit-foundered Dpunkard 
cries out, ſaying, He ſubverts the ſkate of the 
world, and troubles our City z then the covetous 
Oppreſlour is ready to tell the Prophet (as 
the Sodomites Lot) Away hence, be ts come 4- 
lone a4 a ſtranger, and ſhall he judge and rule? 
then the whole Rabble (/uriouſly raging toge- 
ther againft the Lord, and againit hs Anointed) 

conclude peremptorily, that a peece of a pul- 
pit,8 halt a Benefice,is too much for ſuchan, 
unquiet ſpirit, ſuch a Fire-flinger. As ler Paul 
bur touch Demetrizz his Copy-hold, preach 

down his profit, he andall of like occupt» 

tion will rore out of meaſure, A&s 19. 28, 

Wherein they ſhew as grear policie, as did 

the Sodomitcs, who made haſte to turn out 

Lot and his family, that fire and brimſtoxe 

tnight make haſte to deſtroy them. 

A guilty conſcience loves application as 
dearly as a dog loves a cudgel, * Sore eyes 
cannot Enqure the light of the Sun, nor 
TT" TR 
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Bankrupts the ſight of their counting-bookss 
nor deformed faces of the true glaſs. A man 
wereas good take an Elephant by the tooth, 
or ſcek to rob a Bear ot her whelps, as go 
about to make rhem better, For ler a Mini- 
ſter chirge them trom God, like ruity or ill- 
wroughc peeces, they will recoyl in his faces 
and like Serpents, not onely be deaf to his 
chirming, but turn their rails to ſting him, 
Wherein they reſemble the mad man, that 
wounded h's Phyſician, while he was admi- 
niſtring phyſick to him for his recovery, 
They more ſeek for a rag to cover their 
ſins, than for a plaſter to heal them: as it 
fared with David, while he fleptin that foul 
ſin of adulcery, 2 Sam.11.5,6, &«. 

Now if they are fo ſtartled and terrified 
.at the Miniſters telling them of one or a few 
ſins, what will they do when Satan, and the 
Searcher of hearts, ſhall lay open all the 
finsthat ever they haye committed, & ſpread 
them before them ? If it be ſo dreadtul to 
hear of what they ſhall ſuffer, if they repent 
not, how terrible will ic be tofeel it? The 
Law waſp-like ſtings ſhrewdly, but Satan 
that Hornet will ſting worſe a great deal. 
Bur if men will be warned by the former, 
they may prevent the latter : only thele want 
that wt commonly call reaſon; theretore, 
EEE 
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like children and cowards, they rather ſhut 
their eyes, and chuſe to feel the blow, than 
to fee and endeavour to avoid it, Owoful 
wretches ! that had rather be everlaſtingly 
damned for thcir {inshereafter, than endure 
to hear of them now, tv their eternal com 
fort, But I hope better things of ſome a- 
monegſt to great a number, 

Gods truth, if you mark it, would cry 
down mens ſins, as preaching would have 
done Demeirice his trade : and therefore mo 
marvel, if the Tradeſ-men of iniquity are up 
1n arms againſt the Gofpel, as Demetrixs was 
againſt Paul. And did not the Goſpel crofle 
their ſins, they would not croſle the Goſpel : 
bur'the waves do not beat or rore any where 
ſo much, asatthe bank that reſtrains them. 

The Phariſces could not endure Jews, be- 
cauſe he came to break their cuſtomes, Lake 
6.2, The Maſters of the Pprhonefe, 44 16. 
21. objected this againſt Tas! and S$i/zs, that 
they did reach contrary to their cuſtomes, 
For this cauſe was that uprore at Epheſus, 
Att 19.26.t0 31, Paul had never become 
their encmybur for telling them the truth, & 
d-aling fo plainly and roundly with them, 
And why did more than forty of the Jews 
bind themſclyes with a curſe, neither to cat 
nor drink till they had killed him? 4 234 
4a fe not 
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not for the evils they found in him, but fot 
the vices he reproved in them. By all which 
it appears, that obſtinate ſinners are-as wit- 
leſſeas wicked: andthatthey would,if they 
'durſt, deal with their faithful Paſtours,as the 
Jews did by Stephen, who in-their blind zeal 
-were ſo furious and mercileſs, that they put 
him to death, for ſhewing them the way to 
eternal life, and ſtoned him for a Blaſphemer 
againſt God and his Law, who wa: 4 man 
Full of faith, and power, and of the Holy Gho#t, 
As 7.55,0, Ithath ever been the manner 
of. wickedneſs, to be head-ſtrong inthe pur- 
ſuit of its own courſes, impaticnt of oppoſi- 
tion, crnel in revenge of the oppoſers, The 
reat ſpite and ſpleen therefore, that men 
_ to the Word , muſt be wreaked upon 
the Miniſter, he muſt be hated, outed, and 
'perſecuted : yea, it they durſt, they would 
ſtone him to death, as the Jews did Stephen : 
for as their hearts braſt for anger, as they 

gnaſhed at him with their teeth when the 
heard him, A4& 7.54. fo fares it with theſe 
touching theirMiniſtcr.Burinthe meantime, 
whathorrible,whathelluk ingratitude isthis, 
if it be looked upon withan impartial eye 2 
Are not theſe the yery worſt of monſters ? 
O you ſottiſh Scsſualiſts, what can you al- 
ledge for yourſclyes, or againſt your _ 
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Ker ?Is he any vrher to you, than thoſe three 
Meſſengers were to Lot? that came to fetch 
him our of Sodcme, that he might not feel 
the firc and brimitone which followed, Ger. 
19, Or than the Angel was to Peter, that 
opened the iron-gates , looſed his bands, 
brought-him out of priſon, and delivered 
him trom the thraldome of his enemies ? 
You ſhew juſt as much reaſon in it,as if thoſe 
blind, deaf, diſeaſed, diſtracted, poſſefled, 
or dead perſons ſpoken of in the Goſpel, 
ſhould have railed upon our Saviour for of- 
fering to cure, reſtore, diſpoſleſſe, recover - 
and raiſe them again, And are like thoſe 
wicked, witleſs,and ingrateful Jews, Judg.15. 
who when God, in great love, ſent Samſon to 
deliver them from the {laviſh thraldome of 
their enemies; they in requital bind him, 
(in whom all their hope of deliverance Jay) 
and deliver him up to thoſe enemies that 
keptthem under, totheend they might ſlay 
him, and (hill make flayes of them. Here is 
your caſe right: Arcyou riot aſhamed to be 
ſuch Sots? Were there cver {uch fools, or 
frenzie men did commit a greater folly ? 
For ſhame think of it before it prove too 
late, betore you have ſinned away all hope 
of mercie: In the mean time , as our Sa- 
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give them, for they know not what they do: fo 
may your Miſter ſay, adding thereto that 
prayer of Stephen when they ſtoned him : 
| Lord, lay mit this [in to their charge, Afr 7.60. 
94, 7. But that I may, it it be poſſible, 
fetch cears from your eyes, and bloud from 
your adamantine hearts, I will yet acquaint 
you with that which is worſe,and more con< 
fiderable than all, I pray mindit: All the in- 
ities and wrongs thatare done to Chri/ts 
Miniſters and Ambailadours, redound to 
him; and he that traduceth, or any way 
wrongs a Miniſter, for the diſcharge of his 
place, his envie ſtrikes at the image of God 
inhim,and he ſo takes it, as a world of pla- 
ces ſhew, He that deppiſeth you, defpiſeth mes, 
x Sam.17.45. 1/4.47-23. Saul, Saul, why per- 
ſeenteFthou me ? As 9,4. Revl.16,9,11, Hal: 
89. 23- To ſpurn at the Meſſenger, is to 
ſtrike at the image of God, whoſe meſſage 
it is, What ſaith Paul, 1 (or.7.10 Ihave no 
ſpoken, but the Lord; and therefore as the Lord 
faid unto Seul, As 9.4. that he perſecured 
- him (though in Heaven) ſo they who reſiſt 
any truth delivered out of the Word,do re- 
kſt God himfelf, and not his Meſſenger. But 
fee further what you do, by what your fcl- 
tow-perſecutours have done before you- 
Withſuch impatience docs a gauledhcart re- 
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ceive admonition, that when Gd himſcif 
came to reprove (ain tor killing 1s b-othier 
Abel, he had no ſooner ſpake th-ſc words, 
Where # Abel thy brother? but he returns t9 
God himſelf this churliſh anſwer, Am ! my 
brethers keeper ? Gen. 4-9. Avain, the Scribes, 
Phariſees and Elders,were filed tull of mad- 
neſs. againſt our Saviour,and communed one 
with another, what they might dro Jeſus, 
and how they might deſtroy him, ( the 
which you would alſo do, it he were your 
Miniſter,& now upon carth)for being ſo bit- 
ter, Luke 6.1-(For if you cannot away with 
the light of a candle, you would much leſſe 
endure to look upon the glorious Sun.) 
Now if God himſclf was {o ferved,it Chriſts 
own dodriae could not eſcape perſecution, 
no marvel if his Mcflengers cannot. Here 
then'is ſome comfort for your Miniſtcr, Ho- 
xey oat of 'a Lion. Noris it his ſhame to ſuffer 
what Chriſt ſuffcred, nor your honourto do 
as (ai.., Judas, and the reſt did, as Cyprian 
ſpeaks. 

But ſecondly, take notice what our Savi- 
outs counſel is to his Miniſters, when his ho- 
ly precepts and prohibitions, do cither har= 
den men as the Sun hardens clay, and cold 
water hot iron: orclſe inrage them, asa fu- 
zyious maſtiffe-dog, is the madder oo his 
chain. 
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chain. What his counſel & method is,may be 
ſeen both by teſtimonies and examples not a 
few. As, Caft not_yourpearls beforeſwine, Mat; 
7.6. Into whatſoever citie you ſhall emer, if they 
will not receive you, go your ayes out into the 
ſtreets of the ſame, and ſay, Even the very du#t 
which cleaveth on us of your cilie, we wipe off a 
gainft you, for a witneſſe unto you. Notwithſtand- 
inz know thi, that it ſhall be eaſier for Sodome 
and Gomorrah at the day of judgement than for 

ou, Luke 10,10,11;13. Thoſe mine enemiet 
which would not that I ſhould reign over them, 
bring bither, and jlay them before me, Luke 
09.27» 

And that this is an evident ſigne of .one 
that ſhall erernally periſh, is plain, Pro 29.1. 
read the words and tremble, A man that har-. 
deneth his neck being often reproved, ſhall ſuddenly 
bedeſtroyed, and that without remedy. See more 
Prov, 1. 243 25326,to 33. Whence it is the 
Prophet tels Amaziah, I know that God hath de- 
termined to deſtroy thee , becauſe thou haFt dont 
thi, and haſt not obeyed my counſel, 2 Chron.25« 
116,20, And that the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking 
-of E/?sſ{ons, faith, that They would not hearken 
unto, nor obey the voice of their Father ; becauſ* 
the Lord was determined to deſtroythem, 1 Sam. 
"2.25, Yea, it isan obſervation of Livies that 
whea the deftruRion of a perion, or a Na- 
- 040) 
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tion is deſtined : thenthe wholeſome warn- 
ings both of God and man, areſerat nought- 
And in reaſon, that fin is paſt cure, that 
frivesagainſt che cure. Herbsthat are worſe 
for watering, Trees thatare lefle fruitful for 
dunging and pruning, areto be rooted out, 
or hewen down. Even ſalvation it ſelf will 
not ſave thoſe, that ſpill the potion, and fling 
away the plaſter. When menarethe worſe 
for Gods endeavour to better them, the 
beſt and onely way is,to leave them to their 
Judge. Thoſe Beaſts we cannot maſter, we 
muſt giveup. If Babylon will not be cured, 
ſhe muſt be left to her ſelf, given up to de- 
ſiraRion without further warning. My people 
would not hear my voice (faith God) and 1/rael 
would none of me, P/al.8 1. and whattollows 2 
$s I gave them up to the hardneſſi of their hearts, 
hd thiy walke in thetr own counſ2ls, verſ.11,12, 
All farther patience would prove fruitleſſe : 
ſo helayethby his rod to take up his ſword , 
as God hath Meſſengers of wrath for them 
that deſpiſe the Meſſengers of his love. 

$#8.8, Now to end with a word of ex- 
hotration, to as many of you as have heard 
what hath hitherto delivered , (from 
One that is fo party, and ſo leſſe ſubject ro 
be _ and thatare not yet given over. 

h the firſt place, _ ayy longer _ 
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ded with your Paſtour for heis appointed 
2 Watch-man over your ſouls, and doth bue 
diſcharge his office that God hath placed him 
in, feek.3 17. and heſhould be guiltyof high |: 
treaſon againſt Chriſt, and the ſouls com- 
mitted ro his care, if he ſhould dolefſe. As 
the Centinel or Captain, that doth not what 
he can to maintain the wals, doth what he 
canto betray the City. The word is no 0+ 
ther than Chriſts, though delivered by a * 


weak Inſtrument, Who ever be the Crier, 
the proclamation is the King of Heavens, 


(While it goes for mans, it 1s no marvel if 


it lye open to deſpite.) So that in hating 
your Miniſter, and complaining of his bit- 
terneſs, you do as wiſely andjuſtly, asif the 
people ſhould impure the cauſe of the war 
tothe Herald, or accuſe the Trumpet for all 
that their rebellion hath brought upon them, 
Yea, conſider who is the Authour of the 
Word, whatthe cauſe and ends of the Mini- 
ſers delivering it ; and that there is nothing 
can cure your grief, but the ſame Word that 
cauſed it: andthen thou wilt receive him as 
an Angel of God, yea,cven as Chriſt Jeſus ; 
as the primitive Chriſtians did the Apoſtles, 
Gal.4.14. who ackuonledged to owes even them- 
ſaves, to their fpiritual Paſtours , Philem, 19% 
And would, if it had been pogible, have placks 
x one 
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ſeldome well taken, &c. 33 


out their own eyes, and have given the /amt unts 
them, Gal.4.14,15.and 6.6. 

You have heard ſufficiently, that this is 
the true method of preaching, though it be 
little uſed; becauſe diſcretion (with many) 
eats up well nigh all true devotion. Their 
diſcretion and moderate ſtayedneſs , much 
abates of their zeal, honeſty and goodneſs. 

Nor cati there be a better argument co 
prove, thata Miniſter ſtudies more to profit 
than to pleaſe men with his wholeſome 
counſel ; than when he will not let them 
fleep and ſnort in their ſins, but cry aloud 
againſt their abominations. 

-- Igrant Corrafives are not to be ufedin all 
caſes, Lenatives and Cordials are of no 
lefſe uſe to weak conſtitutions, Whence 
the cate of every wile and able Miniſter, 
that hath kill ro divide the word of God 
aright, muſt be and is, to give to each man 
his due portion ; comfort to whom comfort 
, terrour to whom terrour is due : 
obſerving the ſame rule that St. Pau/did, who 
meeting with an Z/ymas, one that reſiſted the 
truth, and laboured to keep others from ir, 
entreats him not withfair and ſweet words, 
as hedid Agrippa, who was hopefully com- 
ing on to embrace the truth, Wherefore 
the ſame Apoſtle ſayes to the one,0 fall of af 
BR ſabiilty 


34 Good counſel, 
fabtilty and all miſchief, thou child of the Devil, 
aud enemy of all righteouſarſſe , As 13. 10, 
But when he ſpeaks to rhe cther, it is ina 
more mild, gentle, and winaing tone. . Or 
as our Saviour himſelt uſed, (that Lamb of 
God, who would not break the bruized reed, nor 
quench the ſmoking flix.) As how doth he mul- 
tiply wo upon wo, and threaten double 
damnation, when he was to deal with hard- 
hearted Hypocrites, Oppoſers of the Go- 
ſpel, thoſe Scribes and Phariſces, Matth.23. 
And indeed, the beſt muſick is made by a = 
dicial correſpondence of ſharp and flat. Let 
all merciful & meal-mouthed Preachers,ſfuch 
as flatter ſin and flout holineſs, ſuch whoſe 
ſcope of their preaching is but to feed the 
people with hopes, though they give them 
no grounds for it: that Heaven ſhall meet 
them art their laſt hour, be their condition 
never ſo wretched , which is the reaſon that 
moſt men walk if the broad ways $90 yet 
every man thinks to enter in at the ſtraight 
gate. Let theſc,I ſay,take notice of this. 
allo ſcorners of their teachers 8 InſtruQtors, 
and more of their godly inſtruion: then 
will they love where and what they now 
hatc,'and hatc where and , what they now 
love. But you have no caule to complain of 
cither extream : for in the Sermons, againſt 
oten——— 


ſeldome well taken, &vc. 35 


which you except, there is matter of inſtru- 
Rion , of reprehenſion, of conſolation , of 
exhoreation ; for the ignorant, for the ſin- 
full, for the faithfull, for the deſpairing ſoul 
and drooping ſpirit: not Goſpel withour 
Law, nor Law without Goſpel : buta ſweet 
compoſitionof ſeyerity and mercic, where 
inLaw and Goſpel mect, as 24o/esand Chriſt 


. met upon the Mount: the one to direct 


your obedience,the other to anſwer tor your 
diſobedience, if you will bur repent aad 
turn unto God, with ſuch Chriſtian mode- 
ration, as may argue zeal without malice, 
and defireto win fopls,no will togaul them. 
For as Saul; ſervants did not onely tell him 
that he had an evil ſpirit, but withall told 
him a remedy, and helpt him to the party 
that gave him caſe, 1 Sam.16.16,18. So your 
Paſtour,with a diſcovery of your {ins,ſhews 
oua means of cure and recovery for your 
ouls, Yea,do but ſubmit, and the very ſame 
Word (like the ſword of Achilles) will heal 
again, whom it hath wounded, Whereas if 
you forthwith flye from your Admoniſher, 
1t1sas it one that is launſed ſhould flye from 
his Chirurgian , betore his wound can be 

bound up. 
Se. 9. Again, ſlight not him whom 
God hath placed over you, leſt hereafter, 
Si 2 when 


36 Good counſel, 

when you lye gaſping on your death-beds; 
and come to a ſight and ſence of your ſad 
condition you wilh z Oh that I had now but 
the opportunity., to converſe with ſuch a 
Miniſter , as Saul ſlighted Samue/ while he 
Jived, but would fain have heardand conyer- 
ſcd with him, when he was dead, A caſe 
which often fals out; for when godleſs per- 
ſons are in any diſtreſs, they ſtill pray the 
people of God to pray for them : and com- 
monly thoſe too , whom they have moſt 
ſlighted, hated, andabuſed. For the Oppref- 
ſour is in no mans mercie, but his whom he 
hath trampled upon ; and injuries done us 
on carth, giveus power in Heaven, Where- 


upon Jeroboams hand being dried up, for 

ſtretching it out againſt the Prophet, he ſu- 

cthto the man of God, ſaying, / befeech thee 

pray uno the Lord thy God, and make interceſſion 

for me, that my hand my be reftvred unto me, and 
t 


the man of God beſought the Lord, and the Kings . 
band was reftored, 1 Kings 13.4,6, And thus it | 
fared between the Ifraclites and Samuel, 
15Sam.12.19. between Miriam and Moſer, 
Numb,12.13. Thus when the Lords wroth 
was kindled againſt Fliphaz and his two 
friends, nothing would appeaſe the ſame, 
bur the prayer of Job whom they had ſo 
cor.temncd , 7c 42.7,8, Thus Simon the 
_ Sorcerer 
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ſeldome well taken, &c. 37 
Sorcerer prayes Peter to pray for him, A&s 
8.24, Yea, of whom did Dives, being tor- 
mented in Hell flames, expe and ſeek for 
caſe, but from Lazaru whom lately befere 
he had deſpiſed, Luke 16. 24. For though 
the wicked ſcorn and deſpiſe the godly in 
their proſperity , yet in their diſtreſs they 
onely are ſetby foradvice, and to pray unto 
God for them, whoare more ready to ſolli- 
cite God for their mortalleſt enemies and 
perſecutours, than they to deſire it, be itat 
the time when they wrong them moſt, wit- 
neſs Stephen when they ſtoned him, A#.7.60. 
And our Saviour Chriſt whenthey crucified 
him, Lake 23. 34. Yea, they account it a 
ſin, to ceaſe praying for their worſt encmies, 
x $4m.12.23- To all which I might add, 
how fuch as have wronged and perſecuted 
the ſervants of God, are not ſcldome forced 
to confeſs their own folly, wickedneſs, and 
unthankfulneſs ; the Godlies ſuperlative 
goodneſs, &c. As Labandid to Jacob, Gene/? 
30-27. and Pharaoh to Moſes, Exod.g.27,28. 
and againchap.10.16,17. and Saul to David, 
ſaying, 1 have ſinned, I have done fooliſtly, and 
have erred excteding'ly © thou art more rightow 
than I, for thou haſt rendered megood, and I hav: 
rendered thee evil, &c. 1 Sam.24.18, & 26.21. 
| C 4 Rare 


-\. Good counſel, 


Rareacknowledgements from Heathen and 
Chriſtian Ki: gs ro their own Subje&Rs. Yet 
God will haveitio,and conſcience will com- 
peil them to do ſo; though perhaps after- 
wards, when the rod is off their backs, they 
are apt t9 harden again, and return to their 
old byaſs, as did the ſame Pharaoh and Saul, 
For nolonger than they ſmart,no longer can 
they ſee : and unleſs affiition opens theix 
eyes, thcre is no perſwading them, but the 
righreous manis worſe than his neighbour : 
yea, none ſo vile, as Hamas thought and re- 
ported of Mordecaj and the Jews, and Ahab 
of Elijah, and Saul of David. 
And this Ican aſfure you beyond all ex- 
ccptions, that if ever your eyes be opened, 
before you drop into Hell, when the mask 
of prejudice is taken from before your eyes, 
you will be clecr of another mind to what 
you are: you will love that down right 
preaching which now you hate, and hate 
thoſe clawing and Rhetorical diſcourlcs, that 
now youlſo much adore and admire. 
Se. 10, Wherefore, receive with meeknefs 
the ingrafſed Word, which 6 alle to ſave your 
Souls, Jam.1.21. Entcitain it withan honeſt 
and good heart, and in ſo doing, you ſhall 
entcrtrin both God and Chriſt with it,as our 
Saviour 
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ſeldome well taken, Ec. 39, 


Saviour himſelt plainly tcls you, Jqþ.13+ 
See allo: (ron, 34. 27,28 Yea, hear the 
Word indifferently and impartial Orgy aa 
rather from ſych as thou haſt for 
their bitterneſs ; perhaps God will convery 
and ſaye thee by no other means qr Mini, 
ſer, than ſuch as he hath placed thee under, 
Saul, if you obſerve.it, when he was poſſeſt 
with an evil ſpirit, (as all arc that perſecute 
their faithful Paſtours) all his ſpite was at 
David, from whom hereceived more benefit 
thanfrontany one man in his Kingdome be- 
ſides : yet by Gods ſpecial appointmenty 
none could give him caſe but David. Des 
{piſe nor the meaneſt of Chriſts Meſlengers, 
that delivers his Word purely , aims at his 
glory and the good of ſouls. As-what ſayes 
Luther,If God ſpeaks to theeas he did unto 
Balaam by an Aſle, thou muſt have ſo mych 
wiſdome and humility,as to hear him : Gods 
word is the Sword of the Spirit, that killeth 
our corruptions , and that unreliſtable Cans 
non-ſhot, which beateth & battercth down 
all the ſtrong holds of ſin & Satan.But above 
all reſiſt it not, kick not againſt ir,mock not at 
Gods Word or Meſlengers.: O donot ſport 
away-your ſouls into thoſe pains, whichare 
eaſcleſs, endleſs, and remedileſs. 

Do 


40: - Good counſel, 
Doyou beleeve there is a God? Areyou 
willing to be ſaved? If you are, Break of your 
fins by repentance, Dan,q 27, (aſe to do evil, 
learn to do well, 1/4.1.16,17, Seriouſly grieve 
&bewail for the millions of times that you 
have provoked God, and neyer more com- 
mit the like impiety : yea, as you tender the 
everlaſting happineſs and welfare of your al- 
moſt loſt. and drowned ſouls ;. ſet upon the 
work preſently, before the draw-bridge be 
taken up. Provide with Fo/eph for the dearth 
to come, & with Noah inthe daye? of your 
health, build the Ark of a good conſcience, 
againſt the flouds of fickneſs: yea, do it 
while the yearning bowels, and compaſſio- 
natearms of Jeſus Chriſtlye open to receive 
you, abjure and utterly renounce all wilful 
and affeced eyil, leſt when it isroo late, it 
vex every vein of your hearts, that you had 
no more care of your ſouls. 
' - Again, if God by his Spirit ſhall work 
this upon your conſciences, (as you will 
have cauſe to bleſſe his name, that ever you 
met with ſuch a ſtop, ſo) reſemble not the 
ruſtick Saiſour, who when he is in danger 
of ſhipwcack, will promiſe to change his life; 
but when the ſtorm is overpaſt, he returns 
to his former vomit, making no conſcience 
nor . 


ſeldowe well taken, Sc. 41 
nor account of his vows and proteſtations? 
But remember that perſeverance is the 
crown of graces, and Heayen the crown of 

ſeverance. If youare convin-ed, and re- 
olve upon anew courſe, let you reſolutions 
be peremptory and conſtant, and take heed 
you harden not again as Pharaoh, the young 
man inrhe Goſpel, PHateand Judes did : 're- 
ſemble not theiron, which is no longer ſoft 
than it is in the fire, leſt your latter end 
prove worſethan your beginning, Marth,x2, 
4345+ Asit fared with Ju/zan the Apoſtate, 
and Judas the Traytour ; for millions are 
now in Hell, who thought they would re- 
pent hereafter. —_— 

God will notgive his heavenly and ſpiri- 
tual graces at the hour of death, to thoſe 
who have contemned them all their life, If 
in any reaſonable time we pray, he will hear 
us; if we repent, he will pardon us ; if we 
amend our lives, he will ſave us : But for 
want of this timely conſideration, Dives 
prayed, but was not heard ; E/au wept, but 
was not pitied ; the fooliſh Virgins knockt, 
but were denied. And fo it fares with all 
ſich fools, they diedas they have lived, and 
commonly go from deſpair unto deſtru- 


Eon, If 


2 | Good conpſel, . 
. If you would preyent the like, lay not 
1d upon mercy, until you be rough 
kuabled. The onaly way to become good, 
3s.h;it to belceve. that you are tyil,. God 
does not pour the oyl of grace, bur into a 
drqken andconfritebeart, Would yourruly 
know how vil and miſerable you: are by 


Mmtureby realon of originalſin ; 2 Your ma- 
_ breaches of 'Gads righteous Law by 
2Rual fin; -3 The guilt and/puniſhment due 
i9 you for bath.. This being done, yqu,will 
ſee and find your neceſlity of a Redeemer, 
who came x0 {ave none buz the weary and 
heavie laden finners, even he lof# Geop of the 
ouſt of Iſrael, Maith.15.24.:and 11.28, And 
indeed the ſence of our wretchedneſs, and 
$he' valuation of our ſpirityal helps, are the 
heſt trial of our: Regeneration, | 
All which, if you would obtain, omit 
not to pray forthe divine aſſiſtance of Gods 
Spirit. For of our {elves we cannot think a 
good thought, 2 Cor.3.5- Jobs 1 5.4,5. Swift 
we are to all cyil, but to any good im- 
moveable, Wherefore beg of God, that he 
will give you a new heart, and when the 
Re, heart, 


ſeldome well taken, Ec. 43 


heartis changed, all chemembers willfollow 
after it, as ſcrvants after their Lord. Onely 
let me add, be ſure you wholly and onely 
reſt on your Saviour Jeſus Chriſt for ſalya- 
tion, abhorring to attribute or aſcribe ought 
to doing. To conclude, if you receive any 
power againſt your corruptions, forget not 
to be thankful;8& when God hath the fruit of 
his mercies, he will not ſpare to ſow much, 
wherc he reaps much, This do, and my ſoul 
for yours, God by his grace, will more than 
ſupply what is wanting ; (as may be ſeen in 
his entertainment of the prodigal Son) and 
thou ſhalt be for ever happy, Luke 15. 20, 
which is the prayer, and hope, and ſhould 
be the joy of 


Your impartial Monitar, 


F. F. 
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